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oe The DWK has assigned economic planning in the ftelds of in@ustry, 


mining, and agriculture to the Hauptverwaltung Virtsehaftsplanung. 
It will collect information on available capacity and required 
amounts of raw materials, fuel, and power. Fitting the production 
plans to the amount of materials, ete. available is the task of the 
Hauptverwaltung Materialversorgung.. Ii receives reports from the 
various departments of the DWK, from the SMA, and rom the SAus 

on the materials available and pares the productior plans to fit. 
It decides what amounts of materials, fuel, and pow:r each consumer 
is to receive. It informs each producer or importer where he is 

to deliver his goods. To insure full compliance with this rationing 
system, the Deutsche Handelsgesellschaft m.b.H. was iormed. . 


The DHG consists of: 


fs A&A directorate. (Director Heyer, formerly with Trade & 
fransport, Saxony~Anhal's) 
B. Branches (e.g., fuel, chemicals, textiles, etc.) 
C, Subsections (e.g., organic chemistry, inorganic csemistry, ete. 
D. Wholesale firms with monopoly privileges for specific types 
of goods. 


The DHG intended to demand a 51% share in each wholesale firm ad~ 
mitted to this system. Many firms have refused to cooperate on this 
basis. As a result, some have been allowed to participate subject 

to a 10% commission on the turnover in the goods for which they are 
Jicensed by the DHG. It is considered likely that a number of whole~ 
galers who have been operating under a state Industriekontor wil. be 
transferred to the jurisdiction of the DHG. 


In a short talk in Rau's office 3 August, Valter Ulbricht stated 


that the DHG must eliminate private wholesalers as rapidiy as possibie | 


by undertaking direct purchase and sborage of vital materials. Tos 
this end the DHG should take over the@state Industriekontore and 
absorb their personnel. The SED mili ‘ingtruct its ministers in the 
states of the Russian zone to assist inp this step. The most imnor- 
tant private wholesalers are £6, be sccusedof nrice and rationing 
violetions and their firms expropristed in favor of the DHG. Wood 
wholesalers are the first @arget ana gasoline and oil are second. 
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4. Another source revorts that the DHG is going to continue to nake 
use of certain privete wholesalers for the time being. These firms 
are designated ss "Kanipulanten". According to source their funetion 
is to be the purciese of raw-uaterials fvor the western gones and 
from western nations. " 


5. All sources agres that the DHG will be completely subordinate to 
the DWK and specifically to the HV Materialversorgung and to the 
HV Interzonen «- und 4ussenhandel. As of 1 August neither the 
HV lhaterlalversorzunz nor the DHG had begun actual operations. 


Oo. Well placec sources report that the Handelsgeselischaft Gross-Berlia 
was Yormed withcut any preparation. The DUK had repeatedly pro- 
claimed its willirgness to help industrialists in the western sectors 
of Berlin. Numerous businessmen then called on the DEK to obtain 
assistance and wire all turned down. The snnouneement of the 
Handelsgesellsehaft Gross~Perlin is intended to delude the ropulacs 
of Berlin into believing that the DWK is in a position to moke 
avaitable raw materials, coal, and power. According to one source 
the DYK is anxioirs to gain the cooneration of Berlin industrialists 
so orfset the eficets of the interruption cf freight traffic to the 
Russian zone; howover the DVX is not in a rosition to offer any 
worthwhile assistiunve. In addition the responsible nolitical chiets 
in the SED and SY ave coneentrating on driving the western vOWwers 
out of Berlin and will. do nothing that might ease their position. 


¢7e The Handelsgesellscha:'t Gross-Berlin is rerorted to be controlled 
jointly by the Deutsche Handel sgesellschaft and the Industrie- und 
Handelskontor Berlin with an investment of 5C,000 DM each. Dixveator 
is Harginiack (SED), firmer director of the Brandenburg Indostriekontor. 


» Georg Handke, vice-president of the DUK, claims credit for che iden of 
the Handeisgeselisehatt Gress-Berlin. ‘hen Sia officials, Lacluding 
Koval, on 26 July expre: sed their convicticn that the western powers 
will not retreat from Be: lin, Handke suggested the fornation of 
this organigaticn in orcsr to gain control of the eecnonie iife of 
the western sectors and to increase the nelitieal influence of the 
SED. 
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